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AUGUSTINE HERMAN AND JOHN THOMPSON. 

BY TOWNSEND WARD. 

The accurate and interesting history of the " Descendants 
of Joran Kyn " has, in a preceding volume of the Magazine 
(iv. pp. 100 et seq.), alluded to a person who, in eminent dis- 
tinction, is closely associated with the early history of New 
Netherland and of Maryland. This is Augustine Herman* 
the first Lord of Bohemia Manor. He was born in Prague, 
and had by nature an adventurous spirit that led him at an 
early age to seek his fortunes in our new world, first in the 
West Indies, then in New Amsterdam, and at last in Mary- 
land. With the climate and soil of the latter he was so 
greatly pleased that he resolved to live there. But before 
this decision had been made, and as early as the year 1633, 
he had been employed by the West India Company, and in 
its service had made voyages to Holland and elsewhere. 
Afterwards he was engaged in commercial enterprises, not 
always of a peaceful character, for he is mentioned as having 
been engaged in privateering, to which, in that day, no 
odium attached. He was a prominent man in New Amster- 
dam, and the Dutch there rated his abilities of a high order. 
At one time Governor Stuyvesant sent him as the bearer of 
dispatches to the authorities in Boston. In April, 1652, he 
was sent as ambassador to Rhode Island, 1 and in 1659 he 
presented himself in the same capacity to Lord Baltimore in 
the province of Maryland. Before leaving New Amsterdam, 
December 10, 1651, Herman married Jannetje (Jane) Var- 
leth, by whom he had two sons, and three daughters, viz., 
Ephraim George, who became the second Lord of Bohemia 
Manor ; Casparus, who succeeded his brother in the title 
and estates ; Anna Margaretha, who married Matthias Van- 

1 N. Y. Gen. and Biog. Record, vol. ix. p. 60. 
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derheyden ; Judith, who married John Thompson ; and 
Francina, who married a Mr. Wood. 1 

With his preference for Maryland, and with a view to a 
residence there, Herman proposed to Lord Baltimore to make 
a map of the provinces of Maryland and Virginia. This he 
did, and in return for the valuable service Lord Baltimore 
bestowed upon him extensive tracts of land situated partly 
in what is now Cecil County, Maryland, and partly in New 
Castle County, Delaware. In the British Museum there is a 
copy of the map. " This was a work of some magnitude, 
and cost him no less than the value of about two hundred 
pounds sterling, besides his own labor. It also required 
much time, and was not finished until the expiration of some 
years after he had received his first patent, which was dated 
June 19, 1662, which was the year after he removed his family 
from New Amsterdam to Bohemia Manor." 2 It also contains 
his portrait. 

The patents of Lord Baltimore to Herman were liberal, 
for besides " Bohemia Manor" there was granted him " Little 
Bohemia" designed for his second son Casparus, to which was 
added in 1671 a St. Augustine's Manor," and in 1682 " The 
Bohemia Sisters," so called because intended for, and by him 
devised to, his three daughters. The title of " Lord" was 
conferred on Herman by the proprietor, together with all the 
rights and privileges incident to a manor, such as holding 
court baron and court leet. 

These manors were to be holden (the grant says) of 
" Cecilius, Lord Baron of Baltimore, and of his heirs, as of 
his manor of St. Maries, in free and common socage, by fealty 
only for all manner of service, yielding and paying therefor 
yearly unto us and our heirs, at our receipt at St. Maries, at 
the two most usual feasts in the year, viz., at the feast of the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and at the feast 
of St. Michael, the Archangel, by even and equal portions, 
the rent of four pounds sterling, in silver or gold, or the full 

1 Johnston's Hist, of Cecil County r , Maryland^ page 108. 
* Ibid. p. 38. 
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value thereof in such commodities as we or our heirs shall 
accept in discharge thereof." 1 

Herman erected on the Bohemia River (so named by him 
after his native land) a large manor house commensurate with 
his rank and great landed possessions, and there he resided, 
surrounded by his family and servants, whom he had trans- 
ported from New Amsterdam at " great expense." 

Mr. Lednum says of him, " Herman was the great man of 
the region : he had his deer park, the walls of which are 
still (1859) standing ; he rode in his coach driven by liveried 
servants ; his mansion commanded a fine view of the Bohemia 
River to the Chesapeake Bay." 2 The same authority states 
that this mansion was destroyed by fire in 1815, and with it 
" many old and valuable paintings. One of its large halls 
was lined with them. Many of them had belonged to 
Augustine Herman the founder of Bohemia Manor. His 
likeness and that of his lady perished; also the painting 
representing the flight from the Dutch in New York by 
means of his famous war charger." Tradition says the 
Dutch at one time had Herman a prisoner " under sentence 
of death," presumably owing to his opposition to the tyran- 
nical Governor Stuy vesant. He, feigning insanity, requested 
" that his horse should be brought to him in the prison. 
Herman mounted him, and seemed to be performing military 
exercises, when, on the first opportunity, he bolted, with his 
horse, through one of the large windows, leaped down, swam 
the North River and escaped. He never suffered this horse 
to be used afterwards, and when he died had him buried and 
honored his grave with a tombstone." 3 

On the 9th day of August, 1684, he invested his eldest son 
Ephraim George with the right and title to Bohemia Manor. 
The consideration mentioned is : " Five thousand pounds of 
good, sound, and merchantable tobacco and casks, and also 
six barrels of good beer or strong beers, one anchor of rum 
or brandy, one anchor of spirits, two anchors or twenty gal- 
lons of good wine, and one hogshead of the best cider out of 

1 Johnston's History of Cecil Comity, Maryland, p. 39. 

2 Methodism in America, p. 277. 3 Ibid. 
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the orchard, and one cwt. of good Muscavado sugar for my 
particular private spending ; and lastly, if I should resolve 
to remove with my abode to any other place in the country 
from off the manor, then he, my said son, is obliged to pay 
towards my said board the sum of 2000 pounds of tobacco 
and casks ; and if I should happen to go to !New York, then 
my son is to furnish me with £25 in money." 1 

In the year 1684 Herman made his will, naming as executors 
his two sons, and his son-in-law John Thompson, whose arms 
face this page. Miss Caroline Thompson, of Chestertown, 
Maryland, a descendant in the fifth degree of the said John 
Thompson and his wife Judith Herman, and now in her 
ninety-seventh year, has allowed her great-nephew John 
Thompson Spencer 2 to present in her behalf to the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania a fragment (the upper half of the 
first leaf) of this document, which is as follows: — 

In the name and will of God the holy Trinity, Amen. 

I Augustine Harman Bohemian doe herewith declare that 
this present writing is and shall be my last Will and Testa- 
ment namely, that my monument stone with Engraven letters 
of me the first Author of Bohemia Mannor, Anno 1660, shall 
be erected over my sepulcher, which is to be in my vineyard 
upon my Mannor plantation upon Bohemia Mannor in Mary- 
land, and that my son Ephraim with my second son Casparus, 
and my son in law Jno. Tomson shall be my Executors equally 
impowred, for the intent and purpose of the Intaylments 
hereunder named, to be truly inspected, and first having 
covenanted with my son Ephraim, by a deed in writing bear- 

1 Johnston's Cecil County, p. 104. 

2 Formerly of Maryland. The Land Eecords of that State show large 
grants of land to the Spencers in 1720, and in earlier years. They are of 
the well-known family of that name long seated in Warwick and North- 
ampton counties, England. Mr. Spencer's maternal ancestors, the Ring- 
golds, were among the earliest settlers on Kent Island. In the year 1650 
Thomas Ringgold, and others, were deputed to go to St. Mary's with a 
petition to the governor and council. Thomas Ringgold, fifth in descent 
from him, was a delegate from Maryland to the General Congress held in 
New York in 1765, and a member of the Maryland Convention of 1776, 
besides performing other and patriotic services. (See Scharf's History of 
Maryland, vol. i. pp. 212, 537-540, and 552, and McSherry's History of 
Maryland, p. 155.) 



92 Augustine Herman and John Thompson. 

ing date the 25th of March and confirmed the ninth of 
August this present year, entred upon Cicill County Record 
for my Bohemia Mannor (as the same is granted to me by 
Cecilius the first absolute Lord and proprietor, as by the 
pattent of augmentation [for geographing the publick Mapp 
of Virginia and Maryland, by his Majesties peculiar licence 
and authority printed] afterward confirmed by his succeed- 
ing Son, Charles the Second absolute Lord and proprietory 
intrat. in recordo Liber C. B. No. 3, folio 38 in Maryland is 
more at large appearing) with that provisoe that due respects 
shall be had to the Intaylments and that noe land by him, 
nor any of his heirs, or other successours shall within the 
bounds of the said pattent absolutely be sold and forever be 
alienated, that what I have my selfe infeoffed to Peter 
Sluyter alias Voursman, Jasper Dankerts alias Seuler, Peter 
Bayard, John Moll, and Arnold Legrange & Company as 
suitors and freeholders to Bohemia Mannor, under such rents 
and services 

[Opposite side.] 

And furthermore I doe hereby in like manner, give, be- 
queath and devise unto my aforenamed Son Casparus, and to 
his lyneal posterity legally discending from his body, as a 
peculiar inheritance (not to be sold but leased as abovesaid) 
my Bohemia River middle neck, called little Bohemia, anext 
to the gratuity for Geographing the publick Mapp aforesaid, 
as it is confirmed to me by the right Honble Lord and pro- 
prietary Charles abovesaid intrat in Recordo Liber C. B. No. 
13, folio 40, to have and to hold the same, w T ith all the ap- 
pertinances and appendencies and perquisits, whatsoever 
enduring his naturall life, and afterward to be holden suc- 
cessively by his male heirs, females happening between to 
return afterwards to the right male heir again, but by extinct 
of either of them' to discend, and be it entayled to the law- 
full heirs and posteritys of my three daughters Anna Mar- 
garita, Judith, and Francina above named passing from one 
line to the other as is expressed and specifyed here before 
with Bohemia Mannor. 

Item. I doe hereby further and moreover, give, bequeath and 
devise unto my said three daughters Anna Margarita, Judith 
and Francina, and to their legall heirs and posteritys, from 
their bodys lawfully begotten, three tracts of land, lying on 
the North side of Bohemia back River some time called Back 
Creek, confirmed to me by the right Honble Lord & pro- 
prietor Charles above named, in one pattent called the Three 
Bohemia Sisters, formerly called Misfortune, by Speciall Re- 
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survey containing the quantity of four thousand one hundred 
Acres, as further appears by his said Lordships grant intrat. 
in Recordo Liber C. B. JSTo. — , folio . To have and to 
hold the same as their own peculiar inheritances, by the fol- 
lowing partition, namely, to Anna Margarita her heirs and 
posterity 

[Rest of sheet and writing missing.] 

Augustine Herman died in the year 1686. His " monu- 
mental stone," although broken, is still to be seen on his 
manor, with the following inscription : — 

AYGYSTINE HERMEN 

Bohemian 
THE FIRST FOYNDER 

Seater of Bohemea Manner 
ANNO 1661. 



